ТНЕ МАМҮ 
USES OF 


СЕТ 


LEARN HOW TO 


JACQUELINE MELVIN 


That Magical Three Letter Word 
GET 


Copyright © 2015- Jacqueline Melvin 


АП rights reserved 


INTRODUCTION 


Is the verb ‘get’ getting you confused? Are you getting headaches trying to 
get to grips with it? Well don’t get despaired. You will find out everything 
you need to know about get all in one book. 


‘Get’ is one of the most commonly used verbs in the English language. If you 
open any dictionary you will be faced with pages and pages of ‘get’ and its 
many meanings. This booklet has been devised to help learners of English 
understand its numerous uses. As well as being used as a normal verb, it also 
has many idiomatic meanings. 


There are also countless phrasal verbs with ‘get’. This book looks at every 
aspect of the verb ‘get’. 


Just take a look at the following two phrasal verbs for example; just a small 
change leads to a completely different meaning. 


Get someone for something = Seek revenge. 
Get something for someone = Fetch. 


Can you see how complex this verb is? No need to worry, you will find out 
everything you need to know when you ‘get’ a copy of this book. 
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АССОМРАМҮ 


It’s dark outside so it could be dangerous for you to go home on your own. 
ГІ get you home. (This means that I will accompany you) 


ГІ get you to the door or ГІ get you out. (ГІ accompany you to the door) 
This expression is used if you have a guest who is leaving in that moment. 
Another variation to the above is: ГІ see you to the door or ГІ see you out. 


ARRIVE 


Person A: “What time did you get home last night?” 
Person B: “I got home really late.” 
I usually get to work at about 8.55 am. 


My son always gets to school late. He walks so slowly. 


BECOME 


In the following sentences ‘get’ is used with an adjective or a comparative 
adjective and means ‘become’. 


You’ll get ill if you continue to work so much and eat so little. 
Hurry up and drink your coffee or it’ ll get cold. 
They claim that the new face cream will prevent you from getting old. 


The price of electricity is getting dearer and dearer every day. (Becoming 
more and more expensive) 


I get cold if I don’t wear a heavy jumper around the house. Our heating 


system doesn’t work so well. 
She gets angry if you tell her what to do. 


If it gets too hot when you are on holiday in Spain, then you should try to 
stay in the shade, or better still, stay indoors. (Stay indoors = don’t go 
outside). 


He’s getting fatter and fatter. He does nothing but eat, eat and eat and lie all 
day on the sofa watching TV. 


I get depressed if I stay at home all day doing nothing. 


If it gets too late to catch the last bus, then call me and ГІ come and get you. 
(Come and get you = pick you up/in this context and not ‘become’). Тһе 
example of ‘get’ meaning ‘become’ is the phrase (‘if it gets too late’). 


It is getting harder and harder to find a good job these days. (It’s becoming 
more and more difficult) 


Many elderly people who suffer from memory loss get confused really easily. 


I get fed up with people telling me I should put on weight. It’s none of their 
business how much I weigh. (Become fed up) 


The rich get richer while the poor get poorer. 


The economic situation could get worse if the government doesn’t step in and 
do something about it. 


We need to get involved in the community work. 
Our profits are getting bigger and bigger. 


I am trying to get healthy. I’ve stopped eating junk food. I have started to eat 
salads and fruit and I feel much better. 


IMPORTANT NOTE TO REMEMBER: 


When the verb ‘become’ is followed by a noun or the superlative form of an 
adjective, we cannot use ‘get’. 


Example: 


I became а writer in 1999, 


The little girl blew up the balloon. It got bigger and bigger as she continued 
to blow. (This is correct because ‘bigger’ is the comparative). The balloon 
became the biggest she had ever seen in her entire life. 


The boy studied harder and harder and soon he became the best student in his 
class. 


BUY 


I’m just going out to get some milk. (Buy) 

I got some new shoes today when I was in town shopping. 

Get something (Buy something) 

Get (what?) Some milk = the direct object 

Get (somebody) (something) 

Get me some milk — indirect + direct object 

Can you get me a couple of magazines when you go to the newsagent’s? 
or Get (something) for (someone) 

Get some milk for me. 


or ‘Can you get a couple of magazines for me?’ There is no change in 
meaning. 


CALL 


Person A: I don’t feel well. I feel as if I’m going to pass out (faint). 
Person В: Don’t worry; ГІІ get you a doctor. (ГІ call a doctor for you) 


Get a vet. My cat looks as if it is dying. 


Get the police. Someone has stolen my car. 
Get the plumber. Тһеге”5 a burst pipe in the bathroom. 


Get ап electrician. The lights aren’t working. They’re flickering on and off all 
the time. 


In the above examples, get is intended as ‘call by phone’, ‘telephone the vet, 
the plumber, the police and so forth. We can also mean ‘fetch’ which would 
be to ‘go and physically get the plumber or the doctor or the electrician and 
bring them back with you to the house. Again, it all depends on context. 


CATCH 


We use ‘get’ to say that we have contracted/caught an illness or a disease 
I got the flu while I was on holiday. 
Put a scarf on or you’|l get a cold. It’s freezing outside. 


Make sure you get vaccinated before going to Africa or you could get 
malaria. 


CAUSE TO DO 


GET + OBJECT + INFINITIVE 


In the following examples, the use of ‘get (someone or something) to do 
(something) means you will cause the person or the thing to do it. 


I can’t get him to take his medicine. He simply refuses. 

I can’t get this printer to work. I’ve tried everything possible. 

Maria isn’t in at the moment but ГІ] get her to phone you when she gets back. 
She’s trying to get me to stop smoking. 


ГІ get him to call you back when he gets home. 


I’m going to get my brother to fix the door handle the next time he comes to 
visit. He’s good at repair work. 


I’m going to get my father to help me with the gardening. 


Pll get Johnny to give you a lift to the station. Не” going that way this 
afternoon. 


I tried to get him to do his homework but he refused point blank. (Point blank 
= totally) 


Try to get Alan to come to the party. He said he didn’t want to come but 
maybe he will listen to you. 


I’m training my dog at the moment. I’m trying to get him to give me a paw. 
It’s not easy to get him to obey. 


FEEL 


There is an overlap in meaning in the following examples where ‘get + 
adjective’ can mean both ‘become’ and ‘feel’. The reason being is because 
the verb ‘begin’ is used before ‘get’. 


I’m beginning to get hungry. Is there anything in the fridge to eat? 


Don’t annoy Margaret anymore. І can see that she is beginning to get angry 
with you. 


I am beginning to get restless sitting here waiting for the joiner to arrive. He 
said he would be here at 10 and it is now almost 11 o’clock. 


FETCH 


The use of ‘get’ in the following sentences means ‘fetch’. The verb ‘fetch’, 
means to go from point A to point B and return to point A with something 
you took from point B. 


We need to use ‘get’ with an indirect and direct object in the examples that 


follow. 
Can you get me a glass of water when you go to the kitchen? (Fetch) 


Can you get (who?) me (what?) a glass of water? “Ме” is the indirect object 
and ‘a glass of water’ is the direct object 


This is the same as: “Сап you get a glass of water for me?’ 
Can you get the children from school today? (Fetch) 


Can you get (who?) from school. “Тһе children’ = the object 


MAKE 


Get + noun + adjective or comparative adjective 


‘Get’ used in the following examples, means ‘make’ (induce). 


How to get clothes cleaner; if they are whites (white clothing) you can add a 
dash of bleach to the wash. (How to make clothes cleaner) 


How to get your house cleaner; buy this fantastic new vacuum cleaner. 
How to get your hair shinier; try this new shampoo 


How to get thinner; you should eat less and do more exercise. 


MEET 


Arranging to meet somewhere/arranging to meet at a specific time. 
ГІ get you at 8 outside the cinema. 
ГІ get you by the fountain in the centre of the square. 


He said he’ Il get us at 10 outside the pub. 


OBTAIN/RECEIVE 


Get + noun 
To get help with making a mobile-friendly site, follow the instructions below. 
You can get the instructions by downloading the PDF file. 


You can get the details by sending us an email at the following address. 
(Obtain or receive) 


I got my degree at the University of Washington. (I obtained my degree from 
this university/they issued me with a degree) 


In Scotland we get a lot of rain. 


Please turn the TV down. I’m trying to get some sleep. 


GET/ADJECTIVE/NOUN 


We need to get a better deal (better-comparative adjective deriving from 
‘good’) OBTAIN 


After many failed attempts, I finally got my driving license. Now I can move 
around without asking people for lifts. 


OFFER 


We use ‘get’ when we offer to do something. 
Example: 
Can I get you a drink? (Offer) 


Let me get the door for you. (Offer to open the door) possibly because the 
person is carrying bags and does not have their hands free. 


ГТ get breakfast for us. 


OPPORTUNITY 


In the following sentences, ‘get’ is used with the infinitive of the verb and 
means ‘have the opportunity to do something’. 


I got to go on all the school trips when I was a young boy. I was lucky 
because both my parents had jobs so they could afford it. 


My father came from a poor family. He was a bright intelligent boy but he 
didn’t get to go to university due to the lack of money in the family. 


I didn’t get to say goodbye to Sally this morning. I was still sleeping when 
she left. What a pity! 


We didn’t get to see the Sistine Chapel when we were in Rome. The queue to 
get in (enter) was about two miles long. 


We were very lucky. We got to see the Pope when we were in Rome. We 
attended the outdoor mass at St. Peter’s. 


PERMISSION 


I didn’t get to see the late night film last night. My parents wouldn’t let me 
stay up. (I wasn’t allowed to stay up and watch it). 


As you сап see, permission and opportunity both require ‘get + infinitive’. 


In some cases, ‘get + infinitive’ implies ‘manage to’ or ‘be able to’, but it all 
depends on the context. The meanings overlap with ‘opportunity’. We 


understand the meaning by the context it is used in. 
Take for example the following sentence. 
I got to stay up late last night. (My parents gave me the permission) 


I didn’t get to finish the race because I ran out of breath. (I wasn’t able to) 


There is no need to get worried at this point when we see the many meanings 
as we understand by the context. The speaker usually tells us why. If they 
don’t tell us why, then we simply ask, “Why didn’t you get to finish the 
race?” “Because I ran out of breath.” 


I didn’t get to finish my dinner in the restaurant because I had to leave to 
catch the last train home. (I didn’t manage to) ‘When we use ‘manage to + 
infinitive (without ‘to’), given the fact that ‘manage to’ already has а ‘to’. 
This implies that something prevented me from doing something. It could be 
the fact that I had no time, so lack of time prevented me as in the case of the 
above example. 


I didn’t get to eat today. (This implies that something prevented me from 
eating therefore falls into the category of ‘manage to’). I had to work through 
my lunch break so I didn’t have time to eat. The fact that I had to work means 
that this is what prevented me from eating. 


Person A: “We went to the zoo yesterday but we didn’t get to see the lions?” 
(We didn’t manage to see the lions) or (we didn’t get the chance to see the 
lions, that is, the opportunity) 


Person B: “Why was that?” 
Person A: “Because it was feeding time for them.” 


There is a thin line between ‘manage to do something’ and ‘be able to do 
something’, which means the difference, is subtle and of course, context is of 
utmost importance. 


REACH 


Person A: “How do you get to the airport from here?”* (Reach) 


*when we use ‘get to (a destination) we always need to use get to + place. 
This is the difference between ‘get to a place’ and ‘arrive’. With ‘arrive’ we 
do not necessarily need to use an object when it is understood. 


Example: 


What time did you arrive? 

What time did you get to work? 

Person B: “You can get the train or the bus.” (Catch/take) 

Person A: “How long does it take to get to London by plane?” (Reach) 
Person B: “It takes about two hours to get there.” (Reach) 

Person A: “Can I have that book back that I lent you a long time ago.” 


Person В: “I haven’t got to the end of it (the book) yet. (I haven’t reached the 
end of the book yet) 


If you want to get to a higher level of English, first of all you must study and 
secondly it is important to speak as much as possible to native speakers. 
(Reach a higher level) 


IMPORTANT NOTE TO REMEMBER: 


As previously mentioned, in the above examples, where ‘get’ means ‘reach’, 
it is always followed by the preposition ‘to’ that is ‘get to’ + noun. This is a 
good rule to remember. It means to go from point A to point B. It is different 
from ‘arrive’ in that ‘arrive’ only means the destination point B and has no 
reference to point A, the departure point. 


REACH/CONTACT 


I’ve been trying to get you all morning. Where have you been? (I’ve been 
trying to reach/contact you all morning) 


How to get to us; you can either take/get the train to Reading and then it’s a 
five minute walk or you can reach us by car оп the А1 motorway. (Reach or 
contact) 


RECEIVE 


RECEIVE РАҮМЕМТ 
Person А: I sold my car last week. 


Person В: “How much did you get for it?” (How much money did you 
receive when you sold your car/how much were you paid when you sold your 
саг?) 


Person А: “When do you get paid?” 
Person В: “I get paid at the end of each month.” 
Person A: “How much do you get paid in your new job?” (Receive/earn) 


Person B: “Unfortunately I don’t get much. (I don’t get paid much/my 
employer doesn’t pay me much) 


I get paid by cheque = someone (my employer) pays me by cheque. 


YOUR NAME DATE 
PAY TO THE ORDER OF 5 
DOLLARS 
SOMRE 
§552-5264582536- 145 14558 
I get paid by cheque 
RECEIVE AS A GIFT 


Last Christmas I got many presents. (Receive) 
Person A: “What did you get for your birthday?” 


Person B: “I got two CD’s from my brother and I got some money from my 
parents.” 


Person B: “I didn’t get anything for my birthday this year. (Nobody bought 
me anything/nobody gave me anything/ I received no presents from anyone). 


Person A: “Did you get anything nice for Christmas?” 


Person В: “Yes, I did. I got a very nice watch from my girlfriend.” 


I got a box of presents for my birthday 


RECEIVE A SIGNAL 


Get a signal or TV reception 
Person A: “Why didn’t you phone me last night as promised?” 


Person B: “I can’t get a signal on my mobile phone because I live in the 
basement.” (Receive/there is no reception) 


Q 


I can't get a signal 
Person A: “Did you watch that new show on channel 7 last night?” 


Person B: “No I didn’t. I can’t get channel 7 on my TV. I think something 
could be wrong with the roof aerial.” (Receive/there is no reception) 


TAKE AND CATCH 


I need to get this document to the boss by 6pm. (Take/make it reach) 


We got the train home last night. (We took the train to come home/we 
travelled home by train/we caught the train home) 


I get the bus to work every day. (I take/catch the bus to work every day) 


Where can I get the bus to the city centre? 


UNDERSTAND 


Everyone was laughing when I told the joke, except for Tommy who didn’t 
get it. (He didn’t understand it so it wasn’t funny for him) 


The following uses of ‘get’ are all idiomatic and mean ‘understand’. 
I don’t get what you mean/I don’t understand what you mean. 

Do you get what I mean? /Do you understand what I mean? 

I didn’t get what you said/I didn’t understand what you said. 


Do you get it? /Do you understand? 


GET + PAST PARTICIPLE OF THE VERB = REFLEXIVE 


Get + past participle of the verb, more or less means ‘become’. 
Get bored 


I get bored when my husband watches football on TV. I really hate it. 
Get dressed 

She gets dressed before having breakfast. (She dresses herself) 

I get washed before going to bed (I wash myself) 

Get divorced 


They got divorced after 30 years of marriage. When the children grew up and 
left home, they found they had nothing in common. It was the children’s 


presence that Кері them together all those years. 


If we use the verb ‘divorce’ as opposed to ‘get + past participle’, that is, ‘get 
divorced’, then we need to use an object. 


Example: 
I divorced (who?) my husband (object) 
Get engaged 


To get engaged means that you are officially fiancées. It is seen as a promise 
of marriage. 


Terry has asked me to get engaged. Tomorrow we are going to look at 
engagement rings. We are having our engagement party in two weeks’ time, 
if you want to come. Then we are going to set the wedding date. 


Get married 
I got married in Miami in 2009. It was a wonderful wedding. 
I’ve been invited to my best friend’s wedding. She’s getting married in July. 


If we use the verb ‘to marry’ as opposed to ‘get + past participle’ that is, ‘get 
married’, we need to use an object. 


Examples: 
I married my husband in Miami іп 2009 
She’s marrying John in July. 


Get married is more common for this reason. 


We can ask the question: Who is marrying you? This has double meaning. 
We can reply: The priest is marrying me/us. Or my husband is marrying me. 
So you see ‘get married’ is usually the ideal choice. 


Get separated 


They decided to get separated because they should never have got married in 
the first place. They’ve got nothing in common. They argue nonstop and 
disturb all the neighbours. 


If we use the verb ‘to separate’ as opposed to ‘get + past participle’, then we 
must use an object, just as you saw in the example with ‘get married’ and ‘get 
divorced’). 


Example: 
I separated from my husband because we argued all the time. 
Get tired 


I get tired in my new job. I’m on my feet from dawn to dusk (from morning 
to night). 


Get wet 


I got wet on the way home. It started to rain heavily and I didn’t have an 
umbrella with me. 


The verb ‘to wet’ requires an object. 
Example: I wet my hair before cutting it. 


I got wet/I became wet (in the rain) The combination of ‘Get + past 
participle’ is reflexive in some languages such as Italian and Spanish. 


Example: 

To get bored 
Italian/Annoiarsi 
Spanish/Aburrirsi 
To get married 
Italian/Sposarsi 
Spanish/Casarse 
To get tired 
Italian/Stancarsi 


Spanish/Canarse 


СЕТ (SOMETHING) DONE 


We use ‘get (something) + past participle’ when someone else does 
something for us. We make arrangements for them to do a service for us. We 
can also replace ‘get’ with ‘have’ but in the spoken language, the use of ‘get’ 
is much more common. ‘Get’ is replaced with ‘have’ in formal spoken and 
written language. 


I got my hair cut = the hairdresser cut my hair 

Compare: 

I cut my hair = I cut it — not the hairdresser 

I’m getting my hair permed tomorrow. (By the hairdresser) 


I need to get my blood pressure checked. I’ve been feeling quite dizzy lately. 
(By the doctor or health care worker) 


My reading glasses are not suitable anymore. I can’t see the writing clearly 
with them as well as I used to. I’m going to get my eyesight tested tomorrow. 
(By the optician) 


I’ve been suffering from a slight loss of hearing in my left ear. I think I will 
have to get my hearing checked. 


The walls in my living room are a bit dirty looking. I need to get them 
painted. (By the painter) 


Where’s your car? It’s getting fixed. (We automatically understand that the 
car is at the mechanic’s and he is fixing it). 


That new coat I bought is not machine washable. ГІІ need to take it to the 
drycleaner’s to get it dry-cleaned. 


Person A: “Where’s John today? I haven’t seen him in the office all 
morning.” 


Person B: “He’s at the dentist’s getting his tooth extracted.” 


He's getting his tooth extracted 


I’m going to get the garden cleaned. (We understand that a gardener will 
come to do this), otherwise we say: I’m going to clean the garden. (ГІП clean 
it myself) 


These trousers I bought are a bit too long. I’ve sent them to the dressmaker’s 
to get the hem taken up. (The dressmaker will shorten the trousers for me) 


GET + PAST PARTICIPLE/THE PASSIVE VOICE 


The use of ‘get’ in the passive voice, ‘Get + Past participle of the verb’, is 
very common in spoken English. However, in formal English, spoken or 
written, ‘get’ should be replaced with ‘be’. 


Example: He got stung by a wasp. He was stung by a wasp. 

He got stung by a wasp (A wasp stung him) 

He got killed in an accident (Someone killed him) 

He got arrested for murder (The police arrested him) 

He got stopped for speeding (The police stopped him) 

She got jailed for life (The prosecutor sentenced her to a life sentence) 
They got mugged on the way home from work (Someone mugged them) 
Janet got hit by a car while she was crossing the road (Someone hit her) 


I got fired from my job for being late every day. (The company or my boss 
fired me) 


I got sent home early from work today because I wasn’t feeling very well. 
(My employer sent me home) 


We got paid off. (The company didn’t need us anymore so they paid us 
off/terminated our employment) 


GET READY 


Get ready, we’re going out. (Prepare yourself) 
Get the dinner ready. It’s late. (Prepare the dinner) 


Get your clothes ready now for tomorrow. (Prepare the clothes you are going 
to wear tomorrow)You know we are always іп а mad rush early in the 
morning. 


I get the children ready for school before having breakfast. (I prepare them) 


IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS AND PHRASAL VERBS WITH 
GET 


To get at 


Meaning: Imply 
Example: 


What’s he getting at? Is he trying to fool us? 


To get back at someone 


Meaning: Seek revenge 


Опе day ГІ get back at you for what you did to me. I will never forgive you. 


My ex boyfriend has got back at me for leaving him. He keeps walking by 
my house with a beautiful looking new girlfriend. He’s trying to make me 
jealous and regret having left him. 


To get back to someone 


Meaning: Return a call/on the telephone 
Example: 


ГІ get back to you as soon as І һауе time. I’m so busy at ће moment. I’m 
completely run off my feet*. 


*To be run off (one’s) feet = to be super busy 


To get back on (one’s) feet 


Meaning: Recover from an illness or financial difficulty/return to your 
previous position 


Example: 


Person A: “I heard your father was in hospital. I hope it wasn’t anything 
serious?” 


Person B: “No it wasn’t anything to worry about. He had a touch of 
bronchitis and wasn’t breathing so well, but he’s now out of hospital and has 
got back on his feet. 


We’ ve finally managed to get back on our feet after struggling to keep the 
company afloat. It was touch and go trying to save the company from 
bankruptcy. 


То get a hold of (someone) 


Meaning: Be able to contact 
Example: 
I can’t get a hold of him. When I call him, his phone is always engaged. 


I haven’t been able to get a hold of Sarah for a few days now. I hope she’s 
alright. 


To get a hold of (something) 


Meaning: Acquire 
Example: 


Person A: “I need a new fridge but I can’t really afford to buy one at the 
moment:” 


Person В: “Don’t worry. ГІЇ see if I can get a hold of one for you. I think my 
brother’s got one in his garage that he doesn’t need anymore.” 


Get a life 


Get A ШВ! 


Meaning: This expression is used for people who normally meddle in other 
people’s lives and often gossip or tell others what to do. They think it is their 
obligation to tell others what is good for them. Get a life implies that the 
person who tells you what to do, or how to run your life, has a completely 
uninteresting life of their own so they focus on telling others what to do with 
theirs. In short it means, ‘mind your own business’. 


Example: 


My neighbour is so bothered about the grass in my garden being slightly 
overgrown. Every time it grows, she starts telling everyone about it. It’s 
really none of her business. I just tell her to ‘get a life’. 


Get ahead 


Meaning: make progress 
Example: 


If you want to get ahead in life you need to work hard. Hard work reaps 
rewards. 


Get around 


Meaning: Move around a place/circulate 
Examples: 


Person A: “How’s your mother keeping these days? I haven’t seen her around 
for quite a while.” 


Person B: “She hasn’t been going out much lately because of problems she 
has with her legs. She gets around with a walking stick now.” 


When on holiday in Rome, you can get around the historic centre on foot or 
you can hire a horse and carriage. 


The news that Jimmy had been put in prison, got around the whole 
neighbourhood in a couple of hours. 


Get around something 


Meaning: Deal with a particular problem or situation/find a solution 
Example: 


We’ll have to get around this mess that has been made with our most 
important client. Otherwise we risk losing future contracts. 


Get around to (something) 


Meaning: Find the time do something that you didn’t have the time to do 
before 


Example: 


I’m going to have to get around to cleaning the garden. I haven’t cleaned it in 
weeks. It’s a complete mess. I’d love to be able to afford a gardener. 


Get away 


Meaning: Escape 
Example: 


The police tried to catch the bank robbers but they got away. (They managed 
to escape) 


Get away (2) 


Meaning: Go for a break to another place, very often because you need to 
relax or you need a good rest 


Example: 


I need to get away from the stress and monotony of my daily Ше. Гт 
thinking of going to the country for a few days. 


Get away from 


Meaning: Move quickly 
Examples: 


“Get away from the cooker ог you’Il burn yourself,” said the mother to her 
child. 


Get away with (1) 


Meaning: Do something bad and manage to avoid punishment or receive a 
light punishment 


Examples: 


The judge sentenced him to two week’s community work although he should 
have got a few months in prison for what he did. 


These people who get away with cheating in exams really annoy me. They 
get top marks and they never study. They steal the answers from the ones 
who have spent ages and ages studying. 


I got away with doing the dishes tonight. I pretended I had a headache and 
mum believed me. 


Get away with (2) 


Meaning: To manage to do something without bad consequences 


Examples: 


Do you think I could get away with not washing my hair today? It needs a 
good wash but I am already late for work as it is without having to wash my 
hair. 


Do you think I could get away with wearing these trainers to the theatre? Do 
you think anyone will notice? My feet are aching so it is not a good idea to 
put on my high heels. 


Get by 


Meaning: Only just manage to survive with minimum resources 
Example: 


It’s becoming extremely difficult to get by on my salary. Everything has gone 
up in price and I am still getting paid the same as what I got paid five years 
ago. ГІЇ need to get another job. One that pays better. 


Get carried away 


Meaning: Exaggerate in something because you lose control due to a moment 
of excitement 


Examples: 


Person A: “You went to the supermarket to buy some milk and you’ve come 
back home with four shopping bags full of food.” 


Person B: “Yes I know. I got carried away with all those special offers that 
are on at the moment. 


Teacher to student: “The essay was supposed to be between 100 and 120 
words. You’ve written nearly 300 words.” 


Student to teacher: “Yes I know. I got carried away. Му imagination got the 
better of me.”* 


*To get the better of someone or something = a strong urge which takes over 


Get caught 


Meaning: Catch someone by surprise doing something wrong 
Example: 


He got caught stealing the car. Two policemen in plain clothes were passing 
and spotted him. He was immediately arrested. 


I got caught stealing the ice cream from the freezer during the night. My 
mother got up to get a glass of water and caught me in the act.*She had 
already told me not to eat anymore of it but I couldn’t resist the temptation. 


*Catch someone in the act = to surprise someone while they are doing 
something wrong/something they shouldn’t be doing. We can also use the 
expression (with the same meanings) ‘get caught on the spot’ and ‘get caught 
red handed’. 


Get caught in something 


Meaning: To suddenly find yourself in a situation you are not prepared for 
Examples: 

I got caught in the rain today. I didn’t have an umbrella so I got soaked. 
*to get soaked = to become very wet 


We got caught in an avalanche while skiing. Luckily rescue workers were on 
the scene in less than twenty minutes, otherwise goodness knows what would 
have happened to us. We are so lucky to be alive. 


Get caught up in something 


Meaning: To become so involved in what you are doing that you do not 
notice time passing and you have no time to do anything else. 


Example: 
Person A: It’s really late. Where have you been? 


Person B: Sorry but I got so caught up in the project at work that I didn’t 
notice the time. 


To get caught up in (2) 


Meaning: Become involved in something which you had no intentions of 
being involved in/find yourself in the midst of something 


Examples: 


I got caught up in a street fight on the way home. I couldn’t get away 
(escape/free myself) until the police arrived and broke up the fighting. 


We, as humans, tend to get caught up in routines. That everyday routine 
where we get up, go to work, get home, watch TV and go to bed. Often we 
have no time for a social life or worse, no will for a social life. 


Get down 


Meaning: To cause to feel unhappy or depressed 
Example: 
This weather is really getting me down. I wish the sun would come out. 


Stop telling me all these sad stories. You are really getting me down. 


This cold I have is getting me down. I can’t seem to shake it off. 


Get going 


Meaning: Begin to go/move 
Example: 


Let’s get going or we’Il be late for the dental appointment. 


Get off 


Meaning: The opposite of ‘get on’(2). You can get off a bus, a train, a 
bicycle, a plane, a motorbike, a scooter and a horse 


Example: 


Passenger to bus driver: “I’m going to the shopping centre. Where do I get 
off? Can you let me know when it is my stop?” 


Bus driver to passenger: “ГІ give you a shout when it’s time to get off.” 


Get off (one’s) back 


Meaning: Leave someone alone/don’t hassle them 
Example: 


“You are always blaming me for everything.” said the boy to his mother. 
“Get off my back.” 


Get оп (1) 


Meaning: Become successful 
Example: 


He really is getting on in life. He has set up a company that has really taken 
off. 


Get on (2) 


Meaning: Become older 
Example: 
Person A: “How’s your mother these days?” 


Person B: “She’s getting on. She’s now nearly eighty years old. She can’t 
seem to get around as much as she used to.” 


Get on (3) 


Meaning: Board a bus, a train, a plane. Go on a bicycle, a motorbike, a 
scooter, a horse) 


Examples: 

The bus arrived and all the passengers got on. 
He got on his bicycle and cycled away. 

She got on the horse and rode away. 


The biker got on his motorbike and sped away. 


Get оп someone’s nerves 


Meaning: To annoy/irritate someone 
Examples: 


He really gets on my nerves when he starts switching channels on the TV. It 
is so annoying. (To really annoy someone) 


She really gets on my nerves. She is always butting in on everyone’s 
conversations. 


Get on with someone 


Meaning: Have a good relationship with 
Example: 


I’m pretty easy going. I get on with most people. 


Get on with something 


Meaning: Continue to do something 
Example: 


I need to get on with my work so I can’t talk now. I have an important 
deadline to meet. 


Get over 


Meaning: Recover from an illness, a death, a shock or a bad experience in 


general. It also means that you find something extremely difficult to believe. 
So difficult that you are left feeling quite shocked (if it is something negative 
that has happened) or you are left feeling extremely surprised (if something 
positive has happened) as seen in example 1. 


Example: 


1) I cannot get over the way she can speak English so well. She only started 
to study the language three months ago. She must have a real knack* for 
languages. (This makes me really surprised) 


2) She’s finding it hard to get over the death of her mother. (She is recovering 
from the shock) 


3) She’s still trying to get over her last boyfriend. She sits at home crying all 
the time. 


*to have a knack for something = to have a natural talent 


Get over (yourself) 


Meaning: An expression used for someone who is full of self pity 


Stop feeling so sorry for yourself. It’s time you got over yourself. (Stop the 
self pity) 


Get out/of (1) 


Meaning: 
Escape/exit a саг or a taxi 
Examples: 


I have no idea how the cat got out. I shut all the windows before leaving the 
house. 


Не got out the car, locked the car door апа went into the house. 


Get out of (2) 


Meaning: Manage to free yourself from something 
Examples: 


I don’t know how I am going to get out of this mess I am in. I owe money to 
everyone. I’m thinking about getting an evening job to bring in more money. 


We usually take it in turns to do the washing up each night but my brothers 
does everything possible to get out of it when it is his turn. He’s a cunning 
boy. 


Get round someone 


Meaning: Manage to persuade someone to do something 
Example: 


Cindy doesn’t want to come with us on holiday. With a bit of persuasion, 
we’ ll soon get round her. 


Dad doesn’t approve of my getting a motorbike, but mum says that she’ll try 
to get round him. 


Get round to doing something 


Meaning: Eventually find the time to do something you should have done 
before 


Examples: 


I finally got round to washing all the windows. I couldn’t see out of them for 
how dirty they were. 


Person A: “What are you going to call the new baby when it arrives?” 


Person B: “We don’t know yet. We still haven’t got round to thinking of a 
name for it.” 


I still haven’t got round to phoning my mother. ГІ have to call her this 
evening or she’ll be worried out of her mind. 


Га love to travel the world but I neither have the time nor money. Maybe опе 
day I’ ll get round to it. At least I hope so. 


Get the most out of something 


Meaning: Obtain the most and the best from something 
Example: 


“Do you want to get the most out of life? If so, then it is important to have a 
balance. Life is not only about working. We all need some fun as well. 
Expanding your social circles could open up a new world for you.” 


Get to know (someone) 


Meaning: to begin to know a person better 
Example: 


It has taken quite some time to get to know Johnny. He’s quite a shy person. 
When you really get to know him though, he’s becomes quite talkative. 


Jane seems standoffish at first, but when you get to know her, she is nothing 


like what she seems. 


Get through (1) 


Meaning: Connect by phone 
Example: 


I couldn’t get through to the bank today. The line was busy every time I tried 
to call them. 


Get through (2) 


Meaning: Finish a supply of something 
Examples: 


I’m going to have to give up smoking. I get through two packets of cigarettes 
a day. No wonder I’ve never got any money. 


I got through three bars of chocolate last night while watching TV. 


We get through a lot of coffee in my house. About four jars per week. 


Get through to someone 


Meaning: Make someone understand or reason with you 
Example: 


I’ve told my son time and time again not to leave all the lights on when he 
goes out. It goes in one ear and out the other. It seems impossible to get 
through to him. 


Get to grips with (something) 


Meaning: Understand/deal with something decisively 
Examples: 
It won’t take you long to get to grips with how to use ‘get’. 


You’re going to have to get to grips with this terrible fear you have of ‘open 
spaces’. What’s it called? Agoraphobia! You can’t spend the rest of your life 
indoor. 


Get up 


Meaning: Leave the bed after you awake 
Example: 


I’m a real sleepy head. I find it difficult to get up in the morning. Maybe I 
should start to go to bed earlier at night. 


Get up off (something) 


Meaning: To stand up from a sitting position 
Example: 
He got up off the armchair and walked towards the door when he saw me. 


Get up to 


Meaning: Do something naughty/do something you shouldn’t be doing. 


Examples: 


My five year old grandson is always getting up to all kinds of mischief. You 
would need eyes on the back of your head to see what he is getting up to. I 
can’t turn my back for one second. The other day he managed to knock a pot 
of paint all over the kitchen floor. It took me ages to clean it all up. 


The children are so quiet. Let’s go and see what they are getting up to. 


I don’t know what my son gets up to when I am out. He always has a guilty 
look on his face when I get home. 


Our new puppy is always getting up to all sorts of mischief. Yesterday he 
managed to get into the bathroom and get a hold of the toilet roll. When I got 
back home it was all over the house. 


Get (something or someone) out of your head 


Meaning: To stop thinking about something or someone 
Examples: 

I can’t get my ex wife out of my head. I still love her. 

I can’t get it out of my head, the fact that I was sacked for nothing. 


That new song that has come out is really catchy. I can’t get it out of my 
head. 


Get rid of (someone) or (something) 


Meaning: Discard of something or someone 
Example: 


Person A: “What happened to your old sofa?” 


Person В: “I got rid of it. It was sagging іп the middle and was too 
uncomfortable. l’m getting a new one next week. 


I can’t seem to get rid of this cold. I’ve been coughing and sneezing all week. 
I’ve taken some aspirins but it still hasn’t gone. 


Person A: “I haven’t seen you around with your boyfriend for quite some 
time. Where is he?” 


Person B: “I got rid of him a few months ago. He wasn’t my type. We had 
nothing in common.” (I left him) 


OTHER EXPRESSIONS WITH GET 


Get a buzz out of (something) 


Meaning: To have an elevated sensation of joy 
Example: 
He gets a buzz out of driving at top speed on the motorway. 


Another expression with the same meaning is: Get a kick out of (something) 


Get a job 


Meaning: To be accepted for employment 
Example: 
Person A: “Did you get the job?” 


Person B: “Yes I did. I start on Monday.” 


Get a tan 


Meaning: Become brown after sunbathing. 
Example: 


I got a great tan when I was on holiday in Italy last year. 


Get a tanking 


Meaning: This is used when someone beats you at something. (Colloquial) 
Example: 


Lazio (football team) got tanked by Rome (football team) last week. The 
score was 10 — 1 for Rome. 


Get tanked 


Meaning: To become very drunk. (Colloquial) 
Example: 


The students all got tanked at the all night party. They drank so much that 
none of them can remember anything. 


You really got me 


Meaning: Baffle/to cause surprise by doing something very surprising 


Example: 


You really got with that one. I was totally unprepared. 


To be full of get up and go 


Meaning: To be full of energy and enthusiasm. 
Example: 


We are looking for a candidate who is full of get up and go. The job requires 
an energetic enthusiastic person. 


Get into shape 


Meaning: To become fitter 


Pll need to get into shape. I’ve been eating too much lately and not 
exercising. 


Don’t get me wrong 


Meaning: Do not misunderstand me. This is only used in the negative and 
cannot be used either in the question or the affirmative. We cannot say ‘get 
me right’. This does not have an opposite. 


Please don’t get me wrong. I didn’t mean that I hate your mother’s cooking. 1 
meant that I don’t like eating late at night. 


Get in touch 


Meaning: Contact (someone) 
Example: 


If you need any help, get in touch with me anytime you want. 


Get (someone) on their mobile 


Meaning: Reach 


Example: You can get me on my mobile phone at any time of the day or 
night. 


What really gets (someone) about (someone or something) 


Meaning: Irritate/annoy the most 


What really gets me about John is that he is always leaving the window open 
and the house gets so cold. (What annoys/irritates me the most) 


Get real 


Meaning: Stop living in a fantasy world 


John: “I hope to have earned a hundred thousand dollars by the end of this 
year.” “Get real. You’ll never be able to manage that in such a little time. 
You’ve always been a dreamer.” 


Get the show on the road 


Meaning: Put a plan or idea into action 
Example: 


I’ve spent months organising this event, now it is time to get the show on the 
road. 


Get tied up (with something) 


Meaning: Become really busy due to something unavoidable that happened 
Example: 


Sorry I’m late. I got tied up with a few phone calls just as I was about to 
leave the office. 


Get your finger out 


Meaning: Stop being lazy and start working/when someone does nothing to 
help, then you use this expression. See context below. 


Example: 
Mother to daughter: 


Get your finger out and help with the housework. I’m not your slave. You sit 
around the house all day doing nothing. 


Get a move on 


Meaning: Hurry up (implies not to waste time and begin to move) 


Example: 


Get a move оп or we’ll end up missing the flight. The taxi will be here soon. 


Get one’s own way 


Meaning: Do in such a way as to make others allow you to do what you 
wish/be successful in persuading others to allow you to do what you wish. 


Example: 


The screaming child eventually got her own way. Her mother bought her the 
sweets just to have peace. 


Get something off your chest 


Meaning: Unload a burden that has been bothering you/confess to something 
wrong you have done in order to leave yourself with a clean conscience. 


Example: 


I phoned the police and told them that I was the one responsible for the break 
in. I had to get it off my chest. It had been bothering me for weeks. 


Her husband confessed that he had had an affair with one of his colleagues. 
He told his wife that he had to get it off his chest as he had been feeling so 
guilty about the whole thing for months. Needless to say, his wife was not 
sympathetic and shortly after she left him. 


GET EXCERCISES 


Fill the blanks with the correct form of get and the correct tense of the verb 


1) I a lot of headaches lately. I think I will need to see a doctor 
soon. 


2) Person A: Where’s Sally? She’s late. 


Person B: I don’t know but maybe she on the way here. She’s 
never been to your house before. 


3) the newspaper when you were out this morning? 

4) I can’t (phrasal verb with get) Mary. The line is always 

engaged. 

5) She the horse and rode away. 

6) I married in 2010. 

7) What are you Margaret for her birthday? I’ve already 
her present. I it yesterday when I was in town. 

8) If you home before me, will you the dinner ready? 

9) We many new things when we were out shopping today. 

10) I can’t (phrasal verb with get) the way he spoke to me. It was 


so unlike him to be so rude. 


11) “I hope to have lost at least ten kilos by the end of the month with this 
new diet I’m on.” “ ! You’d have to stop eating full stop and even 
then it would be impossible. 


12) Molly really . She is always complaining. It is so depressing to 
be in her company. 


13) He seems like a shy person but when you him, he’s really quite 
an extrovert. 


14) Pm going to have to find the time to doing the ironing. I 
haven’t done it for weeks. I’ve got nothing left to wear. 

15) Did you manage to your husband to repair the washing 
machine? 


16) I am so lucky to have such a nice mother in law. Most women do not 
(phrasal verb with get) their husbands’ mothers. 


17) “That’s three times this week that Mandy has phoned you and you still 


haven’t found the time to her.” “Why don’t you phone her now?” 


18) Can you turn the heating down? It’s so hot in here. I can hardly 
breathe. 
19) “How do you normally to work?” “By bus.” 


20) My boss is always in a really bad mood; especially in the morning. He 
even if you are one minute late. 


21) I tried you on your mobile phone but you were unreachable. 
22) We’ve decided our house painted. 

23) It’s late. Let’s going. I’ve got to up early 
tomorrow morning. 

24) I a degree in Economics at the London University in 2010. 

25) I saw Sally off the bus today. 


GET EXERCISES - ANSWERS 


1) Ihave been getting a lot of headaches lately. I think I will need to see a 
doctor soon. 


2) Person A: Where’s Sally? She’s late. 


Person В: I don’t know but maybe she got lost on the way here. She’s 
never been to your house before. 


3) Did you get the newspaper when you were out this morning? 


4) I can’t get through to (phrasal verb with get) Mary. The line is always 
engaged. 


5) She got on the horse and rode away. 
6) I got married ір 2010. 


7) What are you getting Margaret for her birthday? I’ve already got her 
present. I got it yesterday when I was in town. 


8) If you get home before me, will you get the dinner ready? 
9) We got many new things when we were out shopping today. 


10) I can’t get over (phrasal verb with get) the way he spoke to me. It was so 
unlike him to be so rude. 


11) “I hope to have lost at least ten kilos by the end of the month with this 
new diet I’m on.” “ Get real ! You’d have to stop eating full stop and even 
then it would be impossible. 


12) Molly really gets me down. She is always complaining. It is so depressing 
to be in her company. 


13) He seems like a shy person but when you get to know him, he’s really 
quite an extrovert. 


14) Pm going to have to find the time to get round to doing the ironing. I 
haven’t done it for weeks. I’ve got nothing left to wear. 


15) Did you manage to get your husband to repair the washing machine? 


16) I am so lucky to have such a nice mother in law. Most women do not get 
on with (phrasal verb with get) their husbands’ mothers. 


17) “That’s three times this week that Mandy has phoned you and you still 
haven’t found the time to get back to her.” “Why don’t you phone her now?” 


18) Can you turn the heating down? It’s getting so hot in here. I can hardly 
breathe. 


19) “How do you normally get to work?” “By bus.” 


20) My boss is always in a really bad mood; especially in the morning. He 
gets angry even if you are one minute late. 


21) I tried to get you on your mobile phone but you were unreachable. 
22) We’ve decided to get our house painted. 


23) It’s getting late. Let’s get going. I’ve got to get up early tomorrow 
morning. 


24) I got a degree in Economics at the London University in 2010. 


25) I saw Sally getting off the bus today. 


GET IN CONTEXT 


It was getting late. Mr Simpson had to get to bed. He had to get up early the 
next morning to get a flight to London. After getting his suitcase ready, he 
began to get hungry so he phoned the Chinese takeaway to get them to 
deliver some chicken curry and fried rice. He waited and waited and 
eventually the boy, who had got lost on the way, got the meal to Mr Simpson 
an hour after he had ordered it. He had to put it in the oven for ten minutes to 
heat it up. Meanwhile he got washed and got into his pyjamas then he got the 
meal out of the oven. He opened the kitchen cupboard and got a plate out and 
then got a knife and fork out of the cutlery drawer. He then opened the fridge 
and got out the bottle of mineral water he had got the day before when he had 
gone to the supermarket to get a few odds and ends. He ate the meal so 
quickly that he ended up getting a piece of chicken stuck in his throat so 
quickly had to get some water to dislodge it. 


He got to bed by 11p.m and got to sleep immediately. Next morning he woke 
up and couldn’t believe it when he saw it was 9 a.m. His flight was leaving at 
11.30 a.m. He’d forgotten to set the alarm clock. He quickly got out of bed 
and got on the phone to the taxi company and told them to get a taxi to him as 
quickly as possible. He got dressed and got a glass of milk from the fridge. 
He didn’t have time for breakfast. He’d get something to eat at the airport if 
he got there in time. 


The taxi arrived and he got his suitcase and quickly ran out the house and got 
into the cab. He told the taxi driver to get him to the airport as quickly as he 
could. They had to get through the city to get onto the motorway and at one 
point the taxi got held up in a traffic jam. “Quick! Get a move on,” said Mr 
Simpson to the taxi driver or we won’t get there on time.” They finally got 
onto the motorway and the taxi driver managed to get him to the airport by 
10.15. He paid the driver and got out the taxi and got to the check in desk just 
as the assistant was getting up to leave. He checked in and got to the 
departure lounge where he got himself a sandwich before getting on the 
plane. He sat down and asked the flight attendant to get him a coffee. He was 


sorry һе hadn’t had time to get some things from the duty free shop but he 
was grateful he’d managed to get on the flight. Next time ГІ get someone to 
phone me early morning to get me up in time, he thought to himself. ГІ 
never get into this mess again. 
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